
UPCOMING EVENTS
January and February 
All gifts matched up to $100,000 thanks to a 
generous anonymous donor 

February 1–28 
7th Annual Grilled Cheese Experience at 
participating restaurants

February 1–28 
Governor’s State Employees Food Drive

February 13 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Drive

February 14 
Dutch Luv at Eugene and Springfield 
Dutch Bros

More info online at foodforlanecounty.org/events
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FFLC INVESTS IN CULTURALLY APPROPRIATE 
FOOD FOR THE LATINX FAMILIES WE SERVE

YOU MAKE EVERYTHING WE DO POSSIBLE

MISSION
To reduce hunger by engaging 
our community to create 
access to food

We accomplish our mission by 
soliciting, collecting, rescuing, 
growing, preparing and 
packaging food for distribution 
through a countywide network 
of social service agencies and 
programs, and through public 
awareness, education and 
community advocacy.

VISION
To end hunger in Lane County

FOOD FOR LANE COUNTY 

770 Bailey Hill Road 
Eugene, OR 97402 
(541) 343-2822

BOOK SALE RAISES $3,700 FOR 
FAMILIES EXPERIENCING HUNGER

Editor: Denise Wendt 
Design: Amy Renée Design

We are so grateful for the generosity of our community. With 
every gift, large and small, you make everything we do possible 
— from providing job training and nutrition education classes to 
distributing food through our countywide network of more than 
160 partners. 

We want to share a few of the "thank you" notes we've received 
recently from donors like you. If there was ever a reason to say 
"right back atcha," this it. Every time someone thanks us, they're 
really thanking you for keeping this hunger relief train on the 
tracks. You fuel our every effort. Now more than ever, we are 
truly grateful.

"Our walking group decided to write a check for your wonderful 
service feeding meals to families in need during this pandemic."

"Our deepest thanks go to you for what you do to better the lives of 
our neighbors who so deeply need such help."

"Thanks for all you do to help feed people on a local level."

"These are very challenging times. Thanks for all you do to brighten 
people's lives."

"We feel this money from the COVID-19 stimulus act will be well 
used to provide food for those without."

Grilled Cheese Experience

In February 1960, John F. Kennedy was a congressman seeking the 
nomination for president. John Winquist was a freshman in his first 
year of Navy ROTC at Oregon State University.

Kennedy was giving a press conference in the lobby of the Corvallis 
Hotel. John attended the press conference with his college roommate 
who was covering the event for OSU’s campus radio station.

“Thinking it might make me more noticeable to Kennedy, I wore my 
Navy midshipman uniform,” said John. On the way, they stopped at a 
drugstore so John could purchase a copy of Profiles in Courage, a 1956 
collection of biographies by Kennedy describing acts of bravery and 
integrity by eight U.S. Senators. Kennedy won the Pulitzer Prize for the 
work. 

After the press conference, John handed Kennedy the book and asked 
if he would sign it. Kennedy took the book, asked for John’s name and 
inscribed the following: “To John Winquist, best regards, Jack Kennedy.”

John held onto the book for 60 years. He and his wife Pem are long-
time, generous supporters of FFLC and regular volunteers at the Dining 
Room. We are grateful for their time and donations. 

Looking for a way to increase their support, they decided to 
sell the book with the help of Tsunami Books owner Scott 
Landfield. 

“We are fortunate to be in a position to make donations and 
grateful for the opportunity to share what we have,” said 
John. “The more we learn about FFLC’s operations, the 
more committed we become to supporting them.”

“We look forward to continuing our support of FFLC,” 
added John. “We hope the sale of this book will provide 
much needed funds at this time.”
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FFLC’s 7th Annual Grilled Cheese Experience, presented by Kendall Cares, is 
February 1–28. Support local restaurants while easing hunger in Lane County. 
Thank you to our title sponsor Kendall Cares and to these generous sponsors — 
Jerry's Home Improvement Center, Hayden Homes, NW Natural, 1120 KPNW, 
KMTR-16, US 101 COUNTRY, KOOL 99.1, 104.7 KDUK and Timber Products. 

Purchase the featured sandwich at one of these participating restaurants. They 
will donate $2 from every sale. Thanks to a matching grant, that money will be 
doubled. Pick up a passport at a participating restaurant, or download a copy 
from our website at foodforlanecounty.org. 

Agate Alley Bistro • Bacon Nation • Cheese Bliss • Cornbread Café • Elk Horn Brewery • 
First National Taphouse • Fisherman's Market • Hilltop Bar & Grill • Jasper's Tavern • 
Lovely Eatery • Mandy's Family Restaurant • NorthWest Burgers • Pig & Turnip • Plank 
Town Brewing Company • Provisions Market Hall • Provisions South • Rackhouse BBQ • 
The Sandwich League • Screamin' Jays • SweetBay Shave Ice • Wheels Café

#CHEESELUV21 

Collect passport stamps or stickers for a chance to win a GoPro camera. Turn 
in your passport to a participating restaurant or FFLC no later than 5pm on 
Monday, March 1. Post your experience on Instagram with #CheeseLuv21 for a 
chance to win prizes. Join our Facebook group for even more ways to win! Go to 
facebook.com/groups/GrilledCheeseExperienceFFLC.

7TH ANNUAL GRILLED 
CHEESE EXPERIENCE IS 
FEBRUARY 1-28 John and Pem Winquist

Masa, jalapeños, tomatillos, queso blanco and tortillas. These are just a few of the foods 
FFLC purchased this winter with funds from the Oregon Health Authority, United Way 
of Lane County and PeaceHealth for the Culturally Appropriate Food Project — designed 
to provide Hispanic and Latinx households with foods that are familiar to them.

The Hispanic and Latinx community is the largest and fastest growing ethnic group 
in Lane County, according to 2019 Census data. In 2019-2020, just over 68,000 people 
received food from FFLC'S network of food pantries. Of those, 7,252 self-reported as 
Hispanic.  

"We're seeing an increased demand for food assistance from Hispanic and Latinx 
households," said FFLC Programs and Education Director Carrie Copeland. To distribute 
the food, we worked with our network partners that serve large numbers of Hispanic 
and Latinx households, including Catholic Community Services, Casa de Luz, The Arc 
CARES Center and Centro Latino Americano.

“A single mom with her four kids picked up a box. She and her kids had been eating just beans and rice. 
‘I love it, but when my kids ask for cheese or fruit, it breaks my heart not having that for them.’ She was 
very grateful for the cheese, eggs and fresh produce.”  —Centro Latino Americano

“A pantry should always be a safe place. People who are facing food insecurity need to feel appreciated, 
included and respected. Having culturally appropriate foods that clients are familiar with helps them 
become more comfortable with the pantry site.” —St. Vincent de Paul

“The Culturally Appropriate Food Project has been especially important during this time. Familiar 
food can bring a sense of comfort and security. Our families feel more welcome and supported while 
also broadening viewpoints of all the families we serve.”  —Head Start of Lane County

"[This food] was an incredible resource for us and the clients we serve. Although we regularly stock 
many of the items we received, the food was crucial in helping many families at a moment when 
things are increasingly difficult. —Rural Organizing Project

QSL Print Communications has partnered with FFLC in the fight 
against hunger for longer than either organization can remember. 
We are grateful for their many years of generous support.

“QSL’s support significantly defrays our printing costs,” said 
FFLC Development Director Sally Dougherty. “They make it 
possible to share our message with more supporters about the 
positive impact they’re helping us make in the community. QSL 
makes us look good, and we couldn’t do what we do without them.”   

“On behalf of the staff at QSL Print 
Communications, we appreciate 
FFLC’s holistic approach to reducing 
hunger in our community,” said QSL CEO 
Melissa Koke. “We know that our resources are being amplified  
to their greatest potential when we support FFLC. It has  
been a privilege to partner with such a valuable organization  
for decades.” 

THANK YOU, QSL 
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LETTER TO READERS
Hunger is defined as “a feeling of 
discomfort or weakness caused 
by lack of food, coupled with the 
desire to eat.” 

For many of us, the feeling of 
hunger is an occasional reminder 
that we need to get something to 
eat. For those experiencing food 

insecurity, hunger is a recurring reminder that there isn’t 
enough to eat.

Food insecurity in the United States is tracked through an 
annual survey that measures worries and behaviors associated 
with a household not having sufficient food. Measured 
food insecurity rates in Oregon and Lane County had been 
gradually decreasing over the past decade — that was a good 

OUR PARTNERS 

Thank you for donating to SCAN a Coupon.  
SCAN is an easy way to give where you live.  
SCAN today at one of these participating stores.

Market of Choice • Down to Earth • The Kiva  
Friendly Street Market • Capella Market  
Sundance Natural Foods

SCAN A COUPON

MATTHEW FINDS PURPOSE AT FOOD FOR LANE COUNTY

We’re excited to team up with Galaxy Digital 
on a new volunteer website designed to make 
it easier for you to volunteer. Learn about our 
programs, view our current volunteer needs, 
sign up for volunteer shifts, share your 
experiences and more.

If we have a valid email address for you, you 
will receive an email from Galaxy Digital 
inviting you to complete your volunteer 
profile.

If you do not receive an email from Galaxy 
Digital, go here to create your volunteer 
account: volunteer.foodforlanecounty.org.

Questions? Contact FFLC Volunteer 
Coordinator Dan Budd at (541) 343-2822 
x106 or volunteer@foodforlanecounty.org.

NEW WEBSITE MAKES IT 
EASIER TO VOLUNTEER

WAYS TO DONATE

DONATE ONLINE 
foodforlanecounty.org/donate

MAIL GIFTS 
770 Bailey Hill Road 
Eugene, Oregon 97402

CALL 
(541) 343-2822

FOOD AND FUND DRIVES PROVIDE MEALS 
FOR OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED

IT

Thank you to everyone who participated in KVAL Take A Bite Out of Hunger in 
December. Together our community raised $36,000. A special thank you to Country 
Financial South Central Valley Agency, Bi-Mart and Rife's Home Furniture for 
sponsoring this drive. Thank you to Kendall Toyota of Eugene and Lithia Toyota of 
Springfield for hosting the Toyota Fill the Truck Canned Food Drive in Lane County. 
Sponsored by Dutch Bros, Bi-Mart and iHeartRadio, the drive raised 2,788 pounds 
of nonperishable food. Thank you  also to these winter food and fund drives for 
keeping emergency food pantry shelves stocked.

AAA • Aesthetic Surgical Arts • The Bailey at Amazon Creek • Barre3 Eugene • Bangers and 
Brews • Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Real Estate Professionals • Buddha Eye Temple 
• Christian Science Church • Country Financial of the South Willamette Valley • Creekside 
Village Apartments • Crescent Village Apartments • Equinox Real Estate • Firestone Tires 
at Valley River Center • First Congregation Church • Home 2 Suites • Gordon, Aylworth & 
Tami P.C. • In Shape Athletics Club • Laurel Hill School • Leslie and Craig Beekman • Level 
32 Racing • Limitless Physical Therapy • Lube It USA • Marathon Athletics • Mountain 
Rose Herbs • Office of Dr. Robert Rust, DDS • Oregon iLasik and Refractive Center • Oregon 
Medical Group Physical Therapy • Pad N Lock Storage • Rainbow Girls • Reese Landscapes • 
River Run Place • Serenity Hospice • Sinclair Broadcast Group • Smart Foodservice • Telacris 
Plasma Solutions • Tennyson at Crescent Village • Thinking Tree Spirits • Unity School • 
Univera • Wags! Dog Emporium • Well Balanced

Dutch Luv is February 14

Thanks to an anonymous donor, all gifts made in January 
and February are being matched up to $100,000. Please help 
us meet this challenge to provide 300,000 meals for our 
neighbors experiencing hunger.

Your gift provides more than food. It provides hope to our 
neighbors struggling with hunger and poverty. We use your 
gift to distribute food through more than 160 partner agencies, 
serve meals at the Dining Room, teach young people how to 
grow food, help low-income families learn how to prepare 
healthy meals on a budget, provide job training and more. 

Because of COVID-19 and the wildfires, many people are 
experiencing food insecurity for the first time. In Lane 
County, 51% more children and 39% more people overall 
are food insecure than before the pandemic began (Feeding 

HELP US MEET $100,000 CHALLENGE MATCH IN FEBRUARY
America, October 2020). Thanks to you, we’ve been able to provide 
needed services to thousands of people who rely on us for help. 

Every gift makes a difference. Thank you.

Here’s how we put your gift to work. 

    • $30 provides meals for a child for one month 
    • $60 delivers groceries to a senior for a year 
    • $90 provides one nutrition education class for 8 students 
    • $120 provides meals for a family of four for one month 
    • $160 provides dinner for one Dining Room guest for a year 
    • $250 provides a six-week stipend for a job trainee 
    • $400 provides a one-month stipend for a Youth Farmer

Donate safely online at foodforlanecounty.org/donate or call (541) 343-2822.

FFLC creates opportunities for people with disabilities to 
gain skills and work experience. Matthew has been part of the 
FFLC family since June 2016, volunteering in the kitchen, 
the warehouse and the gardens. Those experiences have 
meant more to him than most of us could ever imagine.

Pat is Matthew’s personal support worker, job coach and 
mentor. Working with Matthew is a personal passion for Pat, 
whose adult son has cerebral palsy.

“I’m extremely proud of Matt and the progress he’s made,” 
said Pat. “He helps FFLC customers and staff with a variety 
of tasks. He loves helping people. It's his greatest joy in life.”

"When I met Matt in 2016, he was very shy," said FFLC 
Logistics and Food Resource Manager Brad Bassi. "Now he's 
more confident. He's definitely grown and helped us during 
his time here."

"Matt has challenges and is mostly nonverbal, but he's smart 
and he's a hard worker," said Pat. "It’s important for a person 
with a developmental or physical disability to feel productive 
and feel like they are contributing. Matt needed to feel 
productive. Thanks to FFLC, he does.”

"Matt has grown so much since he started volunteering 
here four years ago," said FFLC Volunteer Coordinator and 
Kitchen Manager Dan Budd. "In the past four years, Matt 

has helped sort food in the warehouse and helped with meal prep in 
the kitchen. He's assembled snack bags for our Children's Weekend 
Snack Pack program, helped with Fresh Alliance, volunteered at 
GrassRoots Garden, made lunches for our Summer Food Program 
and most recently helped in the kitchen with Meals on Wheels."

"Pat and Matt are able to communicate where many may find it 
difficult to understand Matt," added Dan. "Matt is an intelligent, 
young man who has several challenges, but he has an incredible work 
ethic. He wants to work and be productive. A few months ago, Matt 
was asked to run the dishwasher in the kitchen. He hasn't looked 
back. Goodbye to the knife and cutting board, and hello to the rubber 
apron and sprayer."

“FFLC is like a home for both of us,” said Pat. “I see that when I 
pick him up in the morning. He’s happy. He jumps right in the car. 
There’s no hesitation. This is where he belongs. This is where he feels 
comfortable.”

"We love having Matt around, and we definitely notice when he's not 
here," said Dan. "Thank you to Matt and to Pat for the support and 
encouragement he gives Matt. The relationship that those two have is 
a testament to friendship and putting others before self."

Volunteer opportunities are limited now because of COVID, but  
please contact Dan Budd at volunteer@foodforlanecounty.org or  
(541) 343-2822 x106 if you have questions about volunteering. 
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thing — and stood at approximately 10 percent statewide in 
December 2019.  

While we don’t have the post-COVID annual survey data 
available yet, the OSU Policy Analysis Laboratory estimates 
that food insecurity in Oregon has doubled to approximately 20 
percent as a result of COVID. One in five people in Oregon may 
now be experiencing food insecurity.

More than ever, our mission to “reduce hunger by engaging our 
community to create access to food” requires our best possible 
response. Thank you for being part of this effort!

 

Tom Mulhern, Executive Director

Double your gift

Matthew

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
The Neighborhood Associations of Eugene are hosting the Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors City-Wide Food Drive on Saturday, February 13, from noon to 
4pm. Neighborhoods will compete to see who can collect the most food. Go to 
foodforlanecounty.org for more information.

DUTCH LUV IS FEBRUARY 14
If it's Valentine's Day, it must be Dutch Luv! Purchase a beverage at any Lane 
County Dutch Bros location. Dutch Bros will donate $1 to FFLC for every purchase. 


